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Instrumentation

Flute
Oboe
Clarinet in Bb
Bass Clarinet
Alto Saxophone
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone
Bassoon

Horn in F
Trumpet in Bb
Trombone
Bass Trombone
Euphonium
Tuba

Glockenspiel (with mallets and bows)
Vibraphone (with mallets and bows)

Marimba
Percussion
_ Four Toms - High to Low Brake Drum
X T
Percussion 1 |HIE 7 i' i' < gl
Three Wood Blocks - High to Low Bass Drum Tam-Tam
Percussion 2 |HHE f}i = f i.= = é}
Three Opera Gongs - High to Low Field Drum Snare Drum

»

T

pog
[ 1A

Percussion 3 |HE
=

| 188

T ®
T
I

Piano






Notes on Performance

When performing the Fragments, the conductor must first decide on the order in which they are
to be played. While the Introduction and the Coda have set positions at the end, the remaining
ten fragments can be ordered in any way that the conductor sees fit by alternating numeric and
alphabetic fragments. However, purely sequential orderings (1-A-2-B-3-C-4-D-5-
E,.5-E-4-D-3-C-2-B-1-A/1-E-2-D-3-C-4-B-5-A,or5-A-4-B
—-3-C-2-D-1-E) are to be avoided as the use of a sequential pattern essentially absolves
the conductor of any [albeit limited] compositional responsibility. Finally, no fragment should be
skipped, repeated, or otherwise reused in a performance.

Performance Order

Introduction - - - - - - - - - - - Coda







Program Notes

Chthonic — adj. — in, of, under, or otherwise pertaining to the earth.

Chthonic Fragments is in some ways a stark departure from my normal compositional
style. There are no computers, no live video feeds, or even any non-standard percussion
instruments used. Instead, it is a work grounded in traditional compositional technique (albeit a
little warped to suit the musical narrative) that explores the idea of interactions. Primarily, the
ways in which the composer interacts with self-imposed rules, how the conductor interacts with
the ensemble, and most importantly — how the musical fragments interact with each other.

The twelve fragments are created as independent entities in their own rights that are to be
ordered in any way the conductor sees fit based on the alternation of alphabetic and numeric
labels between the introduction and coda phrases. This allows for a conductor to recompose the
piece for every performance, giving it new traits, and a new interpretation each time it’s
performed, without having to make changes to the musical material itself.

Within the individual fragments, there is a great deal of variety in terms of orchestration,
tempo, harmonic structures, and melodic exposition. Yet there are recurring motivic devices that
occur throughout the course of the piece that are drawn from the introduction. This serves to
create a sense of unity throughout, grounding the myriad interpretations and ordering of the
fragments in similar material.

In essence, Chthonic Fragments is equal parts mosaic and tessellation — a puzzle for the
conductor to try and solve in order to find the most interesting interactions between musical
ideas, while still retaining motivic similarities that help the larger picture to develop.






To Grant Gould and the Magnolia West High School Band.






R. Fuhrman
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